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Please make checks payable to:
 Friends of

Decorah Public Library

You may also donate online by 
visiting us at decorahlibrary.org 

and clicking "Friends of DPL"

Send to:
Friends of Decorah Public Library

 202 Winnebago St
 Decorah, IA 52101
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Student / Senior $5

Individual $10

Family $25

Supporter $50

Patron $100

Other $ _________

I want to receive emails 
from Friends of DPL

Check here if this is a 
business donation

Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________ State _____ Zipcode _________ Phone _______________________
Email
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Save the Date
FRIENDS OF DECORAH PUBLIC 

LIBRARY ANNUAL MEETING
 Drif t less Daytr ips in Winneshiek County
With Spring around the corner, it is time to start thinking about fun ways to get out and enjoy nature.
At the annual meeting of Friends of Decorah Public Library on Monday, April 24th, naturalist Larry Reis 

will highlight three places in Winneshiek County worth visiting early in the season—Lake Meyer Park, 
Malanaphy Springs State Preserve, and Ludwig Prairie Preserve. He will talk about and share 
photographs of the wild�owers, birds, butter�ies, and bees to be found at those locations in late April 
and early May.

Reis graduated from Luther College with a Biology degree and earned a Master’s degree in 
Environmental Science from the University of Northern Iowa. As a naturalist for the Winneshiek County 
Conservation Board, he helps school children and adults learn about the natural resources in our area 
through indoor programs and outdoor �eld trips. He also helps other conservation sta� improve natural 
areas by planting prairie back on the landscape and enhancing existing woodlands and wetlands to 
bene�t �ora and fauna.

The meeting is open to the public and will be held at Impact Co�ee, 101 West Water Street in Decorah. 
Doors will open at 6:45 pm and the program will begin at 7:00 pm with appetizers provided and 
beverages available for purchase. Please join us!



One of the Decorah Public Library’s 
greatest assets is its creative, innovative 
sta� led by Director Kristin Torresdal. 
When Kristin and Assistant Director Zach 
Row-Heyveld participated in a recent 
workshop with sta� from other Iowa 
libraries, they learned that most are 
struggling to get their usage back to 
pre-Covid numbers, whereas the DPL’s 
numbers are higher than they have 
ever been.

During the pandemic, library sta� 
created innovative programs such as 
take-and-make kits for children, outdoor 
book walks, curbside pick-up options, and 
book bundles to serve library patrons, 
most of which continue today. Additional 
new programming may 
help account 
for 

DPL’s high library usage, which includes a 
couple of unique o�erings by Children’s 
and Young Adult Librarian Rachael 
Button—Baby Dance Parties and Open 
Gym at Luther College.

Winter months can be challenging for 
parents of little ones when it is di�cult to 
be outdoors. The �rst Friday of the month 
at 10:00 am Baby Dance Parties are held 
at the library and Open Gym is held 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Luther 
College Field House. A participating 
parent in the dance parties says, “It’s nice 
to have an unstructured event that o�ers a 
lot of fun options for my little one: 
dancing to music, playing with 
bubbles, exploring various 
toys, and climbing the 
foam block set. It’s 
also a great 

opportunity for him to socialize with other 
children.” The photos with this article 
convey what the children themselves get 
out of those activities, but parents of 
young ones bene�t too by meeting and 
chatting with others. Both the dance 
parties and open gym are inexpensive 
programs with great returns!

Assistant Director Row-Heyveld has 
added new adult programming also, such 
as the Co�ee and Creativity series held on 
the �rst and third Tuesdays of the month at 
10:00 am. Led by arts educator Lea 
Lovelace, each session o�ers a unique 
opportunity for attendees to make a small 
project while chatting and drinking Impact 
co�ee. Project examples include crafting 
bookmarks, 
postcard 

collages, reusable gift wrap, and a 
knitting instruction. Participants in 
February will make block printed 
Valentines and learn needle felting.

The library has sponsored two “Local 
Celebrities, Secret Identities” gatherings 
which are designed to highlight and 
celebrate interesting work, ideas, and 
projects being done in the community by 
community members. The �rst, held at 
Pulpit Rock Brewery, featured Benji 
Nichols and Aryn Henning Nichols, 
founders of the Inspire(d) Driftless 
Magazine. At the second gathering in 
January at Convergence CiderWorks, 
Rachel Faldet, who writes a column for 
Decorah Newspapers entitled, 
“Confessions of a Royal Watcher”, shared 
her story and insights as a follower of the 
British royal family. There were over 80 in 
attendance which coincided with 

the release of British Prince Harry’s 
memoir “Spare.”

The next gathering will take place at 
Pulpit Rock Brewery on February 23rd and 
will feature people who have been 
involved with the Holden Village Retreat 
Center in Washington State sharing their 
experiences.

Friends of the DPL provides �nancial 
support for these and other activities at 
the library. For information on other 
upcoming library o�erings, please go to 
the library’s website, connect with them on 
Facebook, or check decorahnow.com and 
plan to get involved!

JOIN THE FUN AT 
DECORAH 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Friends Board President Karla 
Brown and Secretary Alan 

Ellickson accepted a check for 
$719.39 from Assistant 

Manager Rachel Rattenborg 
from the Oneota Co-op's 

December Round-up at the 
Register fundraiser for 
Friends of the Decorah 

Public Library. Thanks to 
the Co-op and to all 

who contributed! 
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