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For details about upcoming programs or to see pictures from 
recent events, like Decorah Public Library on Facebook!

F R I E N D S  of Decorah Public Library — Winter 2022

Please make checks payable to:
 Friends of

Decorah Public Library

You may also donate online by 
visiting us at decorahlibrary.org 

and clicking "Friends of DPL"

Send to:
Friends of Decorah Public Library

 202 Winnebago St
 Decorah, IA 52101

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  t a x - d e d u c t a b l e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w

Student / Senior $5

Individual $10

Family $25

Supporter $50

Patron $100

Other $ _________

Check here if this is a 
business donation

Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________ State _____ Zipcode _________ Phone _______________________
Email

FRIENDS of the Library 
Membership Form
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EMPOWERING EXPERIENCES 
AT THE DECORAH PUBLIC LIBRARY!

F R I E N D S  of Decorah Public Library — Winter 2022

F R I E N D S  of Decorah Public Library
– Winter  2022 Issue –

A strength of Decorah Public Library is the 
children’s programming funded in part by Friends 
of DPL—and that is truer than ever with the 
energy and creativity of Children’s and Young 
Adult Librarian Rachael Button, who joined the 
sta� in November 2019. She was quite new to the 
job when the library closed due to COVID-19, but 
she met that unique challenge by designing 
weekly Take-and-Make bags of supplies for 
at-home projects that have continued to be 
popular even after the library’s re-opening.  

Winter Field Trips in January and February 
gave 5th-7th-grade students opportunities to try 
cross country skiing, snowshoeing, and other 
winter activities over the course of four weeks in 
collaboration with Winneshiek County 
Conservation and Upper Explorerland’s Walking 
School Bus program. Preschool through 1st-grade 
students had a chance to gather at the public ice 
rink for winter-themed story time and a 
skating party with snacks and hot cocoa.

In addition to at-home and outdoor 
programs, the National Mississippi 
River Museum gave two presentations 
indoors at the library on Nov. 13th 
with the help of Friends funds. 
Attendees got to see beaver and
otter pelts; 

the inside of a large turtle shell; live frogs, turtles, 
and a rare kestrel; and a large live corn snake. 
Those brave enough were able to touch the 
snake! Weekly in-person after-school Crafting 
Thursdays in December allowed participants to 
plant paperwhite bulbs, create large paper 
snow¢akes out of paper bags, make tree 
ornaments, and use recycled materials to wrap 
and decorate gifts.

Rachael’s goals are to empower children and 
create experiences for families—goals that she is 
certainly accomplishing at DPL! When you 
become a member of Friends of Decorah Public 
Library, your money helps to provide 
opportunities for community and creativity for 
children and young adults and their parents and 
caretakers. Great things are happening at DPL 
thanks to the wonderful sta� and YOU!  



Friends of Decorah Public Library are 
always happy to show our support for DPL 
sta�, and what better way to demonstrate 
our appreciation than to focus on the 
library for an entire week (although we 
think it should be all year)?

National Library Week was initiated in 
1958 and is celebrated by libraries all 
over the country. Sponsored by the 
American Library Association, it’s a 
national observance with the purpose of 
promoting reading and celebrating 
libraries.

Mark your calendar for April 3-9, 2022, 
and come to see what DPL has to o�er our 
community. Here are a few of my 
favorites: children’s and adult 
programming, the fabulous library sta�, 
and some amazing books! 

Some fun facts about libraries: 
• There are approximately 17,566 public libraries in the United States. Wow! That represents 

a lot of books! 
• Most libraries provide Wi-Fi and free internet. 
• The Library of Congress, founded in 1800, is the largest library in the world, with more than 

155 million items housed on approximately 838 miles of bookshelves.  
• America’s �rst lending library was established by Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia in 1731, 

paving the way for the library systems we use today. 

Spread the word! 
National 
Library Week  
is April 3-9 
2022  
by Kirstie Bower 
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Monday Club 
Donates
By Karla Brown and Kirstie Bower

The Monday Club of Decorah was 
established in 1897 by a small group 
of women who gathered for 
educational and social purposes, but 
they also gathered to promote and 
support the public library. Monday 
Club designates Friends of Decorah 
Public Library as the bene�ciary of 
funds raised at their annual club 
auction, where members contribute 
baked goods and other items and 
then bid amongst themselves. This 
year, the Monday Club members have 
generously donated $3,600 to the 
Friends of Decorah Public Library, and 
we are extremely grateful! Thank you!

Monday Club President Lisa Lien presents 
a check to Friends of DPL President Karla Brown. 

Join your fellow 
Friends of Decorah 
Public Library for a 
celebration of 
IMPACTS!
By Kirstie Bower

The 2022 Friends of Decorah Public Library annual 
meeting is Monday, April 25 at 7 PM at Impact 
Co�ee. Come and see all the ways your support of 
the Friends of Decorah Public Library makes an 
impact on library programs! Speaking of impacts, 
Birgitta Meade, our guest speaker for the evening, 
will deliver an engaging presentation called 
Understanding the Decorah Impact Crater. Birgitta is 
the Recycling and Waste Reduction Educator for 
Winneshiek County Conservation and education 
extraordinaire on the crater in Decorah. Her 
interactive presentation will take you through the 
timeline of events leading up to the impact.  

This event is the perfect opportunity to introduce a 
friend to the Friends of Decorah Public Library. If you 
know someone who loves the library but doesn’t 
know much about the Friends, invite them along and 
show them all the great work that is made possible 
by the Friends of Decorah Public Library! 

Doors open at 6:45. The event is free with light 
snacks and cocktails/drinks available for purchase.
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MEET NEW FRIENDS 
BOARD MEMBER 

ELISE SKELLENGER!
Elise Skellenger is the newest member of 

the Friends of Decorah Public Library Board!  
She replaces Mark Ruen, who served the 
Board well from 2016-2021; thanks 
so much for all your contributions, Mark!

Elise grew up in Lake Mills, Iowa, but came 
to Decorah in 2008 as a Luther College 
student and majored in Management and 
Communication Studies. She is currently a 
realtor with Harman Realty, and she works 
as the Creative Director for the Oneota 
Film Festival.

In her spare time, Elise knits, quilts, and 
serves as the Chapter Coordinator for Project 
Linus, which gives new handmade blankets to 
provide comfort for children in di�cult 
situations. She also volunteers as a Court 
Appointed Special Advocate and works with 
kids in the foster care system.  

Elise has been a member of DPL book 
groups, including the new Cookbook Book 
Group, and has a passion for the work 
carried out by the library. She has always 
been impressed with the all-ages activities 
available at Decorah Public Library. We 
welcome Elise to the Board and look forward 
to her contributions!
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