
New Year’s greetings!  

As we enter 2022, I continue to be so thankful for all the volunteers and look 
forward to another successful year.  We have worked through challenging    
circumstances and emerged stronger, more creative, and with a larger       
program than anyone could ever have imagined.   

2022 brings new opportunities.   

We continue to encourage stations to create at-home volunteer tasks for those who would 
like to volunteer from home.  We have an Advisory Council with almost all new members, so 
I look forward to new ideas and opportunities from them.  We have had conversations about 
opportunities to raise additional funds to help further our mission.  We are working to grow 
each county and build on the successes already there.  If you have any ideas or feedback, 
please bring them to our attention as our goal is to continue to improve and expand! 
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Community Garden 

Do you love to garden?  When I started with RSVP, a community garden was one of the 
two goals I had for the program.  (The other you will start to hear about soon as well!)  
I loved the idea of intergenerational volunteering and hoped that people of all ages 
could come together and enjoy time in the garden. Seeds were planted and my vision is 
about to take root.   

Northeast Iowa RSVP has partnered with Iowa State Extension and the Master         
Gardeners to provide a community garden.  The Winneshiek County Extension office has 
moved to a location with space to have a garden where anyone can come to help plant, 
weed, water, and harvest food and enjoy beautiful plants and flowers.  A donor has  
provided the funds for a fence, raised beds, and other start up costs.   I am hoping that 
in addition to growing food and beautiful flowers, new friendships will sprout from this 
as well.  Stay tuned for more information on how you can become involved as this    
garden grows!  

“If our hopes of building a better and safer 
world are to become more than wishful 
thinking, we will need the engagement of 
volunteers more than ever.”  

    — Kofi Annan 
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20 Years of Volunteering  

Georgie began volunteering through RSVP on 
October 31, 2001 and during the past 20 
years she has recorded 1989.55 volunteer 
hours, many of them spent at the food pantry! 

Sharon told us about all of the amazing 
experiences she has had during her 20 years 
as a volunteer, from sharing reader's theater 
with local fifth graders and introducing her pet 
snakes at local libraries, to giving tours at 
Vesterheim.  

Pat has been an important part of the RSVP 
tax preparation team for the past several 
years, and during her 29 years has also 
volunteered at the Decorah Public Library and 
at Aase Haugen.  

Joyce  celebrated a 20 year anniversary on 
December 4th. During her 20 years, Joyce has 
volunteered 1312 hours sharing her time and 
talents with many area organizations.   

Mary told us that she was already volunteering 
with Large Print at the Decorah Public Library 
when the RSVP program started. During the 
past 20 years Mary's official time spent 
volunteering totaled 1237.75 hours. 

Norma also enjoyed many hours of 
volunteering with Large Print during her 20 
years as an RSVP volunteer. During that time 
she also volunteered at blood drives and 
special events. 

Thanks to all of these amazing volunteers! 

Do you have envelopes that need stuffing, 
papers that need folding or packets that need 
to be put together? Do you have filing or 
sorting that needs to be done? Are there 
things that volunteers can be doing for you 
from the comfort of their own home? If so 
please let us know. We have volunteers that 
are eager to help and we would love to 
provide them with tasks to do! 

We’re here for you!  

If you are looking to 

volunteer somewhere 

new, please contact us 

so we can email the  

organization on your 

behalf. By allowing us 

to make the connection 

you become covered by 

RSVP’s volunteer insurance and we can make 

sure your hours at that station are recorded. 



  Deana 

rsvp@decorahlibrary.org   

Maureen 

rsvp2@decorahlibrary.org    
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Volunteers in Action 

Did you know that 
EVERY volunteer 
position that is 
available through 
RSVP comes with a 
job description? If 
you would like a 
copy of the job 
description for your 
current volunteer 
position, or if you 
would like to learn more about another 
opportunity, please let us know and we 
would be happy to send you the job 
description!  

Volunteers are needed at the Decorah 
Food Pantry and at Lansing Iowa Food 

Trust (LIFT).  

Sunflower Child Care Center 
Sunflower is looking for some extra 

hands in the Otter Room. If working with 
toddlers is of interest to you, please let 

us know! 

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum 
The museum is looking for volunteers 
who would be interested in assisting 

with their capital campaign so if you are 
interested in fundraising, this might be 

just what you are looking for. 

Thunder Rode                         
Do you have a passion for horses? 

Thunder Rode is looking for enthusiastic 
volunteers to serve on their advisory 

board. The advisory board helps to plan 
and carry out activities including the TEE 

Tournament activities for Veterans.  

Winn Co Historical Society    
The Historical Society has some take 
home projects for those interested in 
scrapbooking! Call us and we can tell 

you more about this at-home 
opportunity! 

This group of RSVP volunteers recently completed 
their training and are now certified to complete tax 
returns through the IRS VITA tax program. In the 
past few years volunteers have filed between 400 and 
650 returns. For more information on this program or 

to schedule an appointment, visit https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/.../northeast-iowa... or call 
563-277-7246.  

Do you have photos of volunteers in action? If so, 
send them our way so we 
can feature RSVP volunteers 
on the Northeast Iowa RSVP 
web page and Facebook 
page!  

Also, if you share pictures of 
volunteers in action on your 
Facebook or web page, 
please recognize them as 
RSVP volunteers. Thank you!  

A big shout-out to these volunteers who, despite sub-

zero temperatures helped to complete special projects 

for Seed Savers and the VITA tax program. Thanks 

again for venturing out on such a cold day!  
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https://www.extension.iastate.edu/allamakee/news/northeast-iowa-volunteer-income-tax-assistance-neivita?fbclid=IwAR3kqZJ-zc3ziFcYDH4CFX8YEcu7S3Tja02pGYI7j4bdaqsaTdVdUA2_r8w
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